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SECTION ONE 


This section is worth a total of 15 marks and requires you to answer all the TEN 
multiple choice questions. Please answer in the booklet provided and not on the 
examination paper itself. 


1. The first step in finding the law governing a particular issue would be to 
a. discern whether they are relevant social conventions. 
b. discover whether any of the legal institutions have had anything to say on the matter. 
c. Both a and b. 
d. None of the above. 
(1.5 Marks) 


2. Common law is used to describe 
a. all those rules of law that have evolved through court cases. 
b. those laws which have emerged from the Parliament. 
c. the perceptions of proper behaviour in the society. 
d. None of the above. 
(1.5 Marks) 


3. At the time of colonisation, the Australian land 
a. was terra nullius. 
b. was occupied by Aboriginal people for at least 65,000 years. 
c. was occupied by Torres Strait Islander people for at least 65,000 years. 
d. Both b and c. 
(1.5 Marks) 


4. Which one of the following Imperial statutory instruments confirmed the formal 
reception of English law in Australia? 


a. Colonial Laws Validity Act 1865. 
b. Statute of Westminster 1931. 
c. Australian Courts Act 1828. 
d. Statute of Westminster Adoption Act 1942. 
(1.5 Marks) 
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5. The key legacy of Magna Carta 1215 is 
a. parliamentary sovereignty. 
b. the rule of law. 
c. separation of powers. 
d. the notion of liberties. 


(1.5 Marks) 
6. Precedent is used mainly in 
a. the Parliament. 
b. courts. 
c. tribunals. 
d. Both b and c. (1.5 Marks) 


7. In interpreting the text of the law, courts examine 
a. the wording of the statute itself. 
b. cases that have already considered the meaning of the words in the statute. 
c. identical words in another statute. 


d. All of the above. 
(1.5 Marks) 


8. To become an ‘Australian lawyer’, you need to 
a. complete a recognised law degree. 
b. complete either a practical legal training course conducted by a practical legal 
training provider or a supervised legal training in a workplace. 
c. be a ‘Fit and proper person’. 


d. All of the above. 
(1.5 Marks) 


Section One continues on Page 4 
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9. Legal research is key to finding out 
a. what the law is. 
b. what social conventions are. 
c. Both a and b. 


d. None of the above. 


(1.5 Marks) 
10. Which of the following are examples of secondary sources of law? 
a. Law Reform Commission Reports. 
b. Academic Commentary. 
c. International law. 
d. All of the above. 
(1.5 Marks) 


Section Two commences on Page 5 
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SECTION TWO 


This section is worth a total of 30 marks. 


You must answer only FIVE of the below questions. Each question is worth 6 


marks. 


. Do you think international conventions to which Australia is a signatory are capable of 
being applied directly in Australia, without having first to be specifically incorporated 
into Australian legislation? Why or why not? 


. How was the displacement of Australian Indigenous legal systems and replacing them 
with a British common law system, justified? 


. Can you think of some of the key principles from English law that are embedded in 
the Australian legal system? 


. What are the key concepts in the law of precedent? When are precedents binding? 


. How are the common law approaches to statutory interpretation relevant today? 


. “Courts will presume that statutes do not operate retrospectively”. Is this an accurate 
statement? 


. What is meant by delegated legislation? What are its advantages and disadvantages? 


. Suppose a solicitor in Parramatta, NSW, has used offensive language towards his 
client and has also charged the client grossly excessive fees. Can such a solicitor be 
disciplined for his transgressions? Advice. 


. What are some of the career opportunities that are available to you after you have 
successfully completed your law studies? 


10.What are the advantages and disadvantages of using print- based or electronic 


resources? 


11.To what sources would you go to find Commonwealth legislation and delegated 


legislation? 


Section Two continues on Page 6 
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12. John has recently commenced his Bachelor of Laws (LLB) studies at UNE and is 
preparing his first written assignment for a course on “Introduction to Legal Systems’. 
He is preparing his assignment on the firm belief that reproducing, verbatim, 
passages from cases, texts, articles or other writing (including that on the internet) 
without marking them by quotation marks and acknowledging their source by a 
citation, is permissible. He also believes paraphrasing another’s work or ideas without 
acknowledging the source is not prohibited. Do you think John’s assumptions are 
correct? 


Please remember - This examination paper MUST BE HANDED IN. Failure to do so will result in 
the cancellation of all marks for this examination. 
Writing your name and number on the front will help us confirm that your paper has been returned. 


